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c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h e 
participants explored the 
blessings, challenges and 
opportunities regarding 
the mission of the African 
church.
At the beginning of time 
God created the African 
continent with all its beauty, 
diversity and wealth. He 
filled it with plants and 

animals, and with humans shaped after his image. 
From Genesis to Revelation, Africans participated in the 
unfolding of the biblical story. 
The African church exists in communities facing serious 
challenges, often more so than in other parts of the 
world. These challenges present the church with new 
opportunities for sharing God’s Good News.
An estimated 970 least-reached people groups in Africa 
do not have yet a viable indigenous Christian fellowship 
in their midst. Here where Christianity of the South 
engages Islam of the North, the missionary task from the 
church is usually the hardest and sacrifice,  the greatest. 
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The MANI 2011 Consultation was held at Abuja, 
Nigeria from September 4 – 10, 2011. The MANI 2011 
Consultation was the second continental consultation of 
the Movement for African National Initiatives following 
the first one in March 2006 which was tagged The Post-
African Millennium Consultation. 
Dr. David J. Cho and Dr. Timothy K. Park, on behalf of 
AMA, attended the Consultation. They reported that “it 
was a great consultation. African missions leaders from 
all parts of the African Continent with the exception 
of the Northern part of Africa and many western 
missions leaders engaged in dialogue. Sadly, no Asian 
missionaries working in the African continent joined 
them. We felt the need for partnership with our African 
brethren and greeted them on behalf of AMA.”
There were 614 participants from 60 countries gathered 
in Abuja Nigeria from 5 to 9 September 2011 for the 
consultation of the Movement for African National 
Initiatives. The Nigerian church welcomed and 
hosted participants in this MANI 2011 consultation to 
commemorate the 10 years anniversary of MANI.
Through worship, devotions, drama, testimonies, 
presentat ions,  group meetings and informal 

Plenary Session of the MANI 2011
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The African churches also heard the Macedonian call 
from the church in Europe, invitations from Colombia 
and opportunities in many other parts of the world 
where God opened doors for the expansion of His 
kingdom.
The African continent has the youngest population, with 
about 21% of its population being under the age of 18. 
Children and youth were central in the rapid expansion 
of the African church in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
However, there is the risk of losing them because they 
are often neglected in the ministry of the church and 
increasingly exposed to secular influences, much of 
which include values and practices not compatible with 
the Christian message and lifestyle.
The leaders of African church regret for not affirming 
the important role and not sufficiently nurturing young 
leadership and to help them to do better as they go on 
from here.
The missional task of the church should be bathed in 
prayer. We learn this from the example of Jesus (Mark 
1:35; Luke 5:16; John 17), from his commands to the 
disciples (Mat. 6:5-13;      9:37-38) and from the practice 
of the early church (Acts 4:23-31; 13:1-3; Eph. 1:3-23). In 
recent years God has woken the global church up to the 
challenge and privilege of united prayer. It pleased Him 
to let the African church to play a leading role in this 
regard and we reaffirm our commitment to this calling. 
God specially assigns his Spirit to guide us in our prayers 
and transform them into expressions of his own design 
and power (Rom. 8:27-28; Eph. 6:16-20).

A central element in the Great Commission, which 
sadly is often undervalued, is Jesus’ clear command 
to disciple the nations (Mat. 28:19). The purpose and 
standard of this task are beautifully stated in Eph. 
4:13, namely that we should attain to the stature of the 
fullness of Jesus Christ. We need to submit ourselves to 
a process that will ensure the growth of the character of 
Christ in us individually and corporately, and from that 
basis develop and implement a process of discipling 
new believers and the fellowships in which they meet. 
Through effective discipling God will bring about the 
fulfillment of his word through Habakkuk 2:14, that “the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”

He is the Continental Coordinator of MANI since its beginning.
He is the Founding Director of the Christian Missionary Foundation, 
Inc. with about 383 missionaries in Africa and the beyond. He served 
as the Pioneer General Secretary of Nigeria Evengelical Missions 
Association from 1983 to 1995. In addition, he served as the General 
Coordinator of Third World Missions Association for 10 years (1989-
1999). He is a loyal supporter of AMA and the East-West Center for 
Missions Research & Development since 1989.
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The Movement for African National Initiatives (MANI) is a grassroots African movement committed to 
catalyzing the Body of Christ in Africa to work in strategic partnership to disciple the nations and to send 
Africans in mission around the world.

MANI emerges from a 40-year history of African national movements and given full expression during the AD 
2000 AND BEYOND MOVEMENT era.  Building upon this legacy, in 2001 leaders from 36 African countries 
gathered at the Africa Millennial Consultation in Jerusalem. They affirmed God’s powerful work across the 
continent and committed to accelerate the advance of the Gospel through networking and collaboration.  This 
gathering gave birth to a continental network called the Movement for African National Initiatives.  
In 2003, MANI convened a consultation on AFRICAN INDIGENOUS MISSIONS at which the various issues, 
models, structures and strategies of African indigenous efforts were articulated, shared and documented in a 
compendium with similar title.
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Two years later in 2006, the world watched as 520 leaders from 49 African nations gathered at MANI 2006 in 
Nairobi to pray, share best practices and assess the unfinished task in Africa.  They celebrated the dynamic 
growth of the African Church and faced up to critical challenges. Commitments were made to advance national 
initiatives and to cooperate regionally to advance the Great Commission.

MANI flows out of the conviction that: 1) The Church in Africa has a crucial role to play in the fulfillment of the 
Great Commission in the 21st century; 2)  The Church in Africa has the ministry gifts, manpower, and material 
resources to complete this task in Africa and to make a significant contribution towards global evangelization; 
and 3)  Through the focused deployment of the resources of the African Church, we can partner with the global 
church to achieve the target of “a church for every people and the gospel for every person” in the countries 
of Africa and the world.

As an indigenous movement, it is helping churches and ministries work together and linking strategic networks 
for the mobilization of the African Church.   MANI has a working partnership with the Association of Evangelicals 
in Africa and serves to bridge the African Church with global networks and African Christians in the Diaspora.  
Members of the MANI team relate closely with the WEA Missions Commission, the Lausanne Committee for 
World Evangelization, the Great Commission Roundtable, the Third World Missions Association and with global 
initiatives such as Joshua Project and Operation World.  

MANI is coordinated by a Continental Coordinator and his team of Regional and Ministry Networks Coordinators 
whose responsibilities are related to the following areas:

1. Helping African Church Leaders and God’s people to understand the ‘kairos’ moment that has come 
upon the Church in Africa and the mandate from God for the Church to play significant role in the 
end-time harvest

2. Building bridges of understanding between older missions and emerging missions in Africa, on one 
hand, and between the former harvest forces that are becoming harvest fields and the former harvest 
fields that are becoming strong harvest forces.

3. Helping Missions and Ministries from outside and within Africa to explore new and strategic ways of 
doing ministry in Africa

Strengthening African National Initiatives
An African National Initiative is a strategic, national process designed to mobilize the whole Body of Christ to 
complete the Great Commission within its borders and to send Africans in mission to the least-evangelized of 
the world.   The goal is to see healthy churches transforming every community throughout a nation and beyond.  
United by common vision and solid information, national initiatives take a unique form in every country and 
assume a local name, such as Ghana Evangelism Committee, Nigeria Finish-The-Task Network; the World 
Evangelization Network of South Africa, Finish the Task (Kenya-FTT), the Zimbabwe National Evangelism Task, 
the Disciple Namibia Movement, and a continental/global networks such Transformation Africa/Global Day of 
Prayer, to mention but a few. .   

Nearly half of the countries in Southern Africa are engaged in some expression of a National Initiative.  The 
first National Initiative in the region was launched in Zimbabwe in the early 1990s.  Called "Target 2000", this 
strategic partnership involved 60 denominations in an effort to plant 10,000 congregations in unchurched areas 
by the end of the decade.   Intrigued by what was happening across their borders, Swaziland sent a group of 
leaders from 13 denominations to attend the Target 2000 national congress in 1992.  Profoundly challenged, 
they returned home and helped the three major church associations to launch a partnership called the 
"Swaziland Evangelism Task."

The AD2000 & Beyond Movement, and in particular, GCOWE 97, was used by God to light the fire of additional 
national movements across the region.  The Namibia delegation was inspired to launch the Transformation 
Namibia movement, with significant strides made in networking church, business and government leaders.  
Building upon the foundation of the Love Southern Africa initiative, The Evangelical Alliance of South Africa 
helped to initiate the World Evangelization Network of South Africa (WENSA) which serves as a network of 
ministry streams within the country.

The Malawi National Initiative for Missions and Evangelism took initial steps following GCOWE 97 and the 
Copperbelt Survey began as a pilot project in Zambia in the years to follow.  Lesotho has explored the initiation 
of a National Initiative and strong interest has been expressed in Botswana.  The Portuguese-speaking countries 
of Africa converged at MANI 06 and voiced their commitment to encourage one another in the formation of 
national movements.  

Each initiative is at a different stage of development.  Several are vital and growing.  Some are in the exploratory 
stage.  Others may need revitalization.  Yet all are expressive of the desire among many African leaders to 
mobilize the whole Body of Christ to fulfill the Great Commission within their nation and beyond.   
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